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308 Market Street  

PO Box 246  

New Berlin  

Pennsylvania  17855 

570-966-2815 

mlc@dejazzd.com 

The Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 Parish Visitor 
February 2012  AD  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

Grace and Peace to you in the Name of the Christ, the Beloved of God and the source of every good seed 

springing forth. 

 

 Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,  

 in the company of the upright, in the congregation.  (Psalm 111:1)   

 

Being a Christian is many things, but it is not half-hearted.  No where in scripture does God ask for any less 

than our whole heart.  You will never hear Jesus say that you may follow him with a portion of your heart.  

There is no verse in any of the four Gospels where a disciple is commended by Jesus for being slow to commit 

their heart fully to the Kingdom of God.  Nor will you find prophets who are extolled as great by God because 

they preferred to sleep in and hold their tongue for another day when the weather was more suited for pro-

claiming the news for Godôs people.  No, certainly not. 

 

Scripture is full of encouraging words and examples of radical heart-full responses.  We are warmed and prod-

ded on by saints who didnôt start out so saintly, but once God had overtaken their whole heart, boldness and 

courageous faith marked their every step.  No, God doesnôt want half of us.  Mostly because God made all of 

us and knows our true potential when all of our love is engaged.  God also desires our whole heart out of a 

deepest love for each of us.  God does not withhold from us, and wants us to love back in the same way of full-

ness.   Even more, God helps us to get there.  Like a loving parent,  God guides us and builds us up with each 

step towards Godôs self. 

 

This Lent we focus on the command to ñLove God with all of our heart.ò  This is the theme of our special wor-

ship on Wednesdays (see page # 5).   I also look forward to ñMaking Sense of the Crossò  ð a special study I 

will be leading during the education hour, Sunday mornings in Lent (if you are interested in ordering the com-

panion book with the same title, please let me know).  Of course, all of Lent is a time for us to tune and tighten 

our heart strings to the frequency of our Creator and turn aside from distractions and selfish or destructive 

paths. (The heart strings connect the heart into the torso, so it doesnôt float around or beat into the lungs.)  Lent 

is also a time for us to not take ourselves too seriously, but rather take God more to heart.  We are not able to 

fill our hearts to whole, but it is God alone that fills us. 

 

May you find the beautiful richness of worshipping our God who fills our aching hearts to overflowing. 

 

In Christôs Love, 

 

 

 
Pastor Andrew Fitch   
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SOUP SALE FEBRUARY 4TH 

PICK UP BETWEEN 10:00AM AND 1:00PM  
 

The Lutheran Church Woman are holding a soup sale Saturday, February 4th.  The choices will 

be ham and bean, chicken corn and vegetable beef.  Soup will be available by the quart for $4 

and by the pint for $2.  Orders will be taken until the end of January.  

FEBRUARY 5, 2012 
Bring in canned goods and money to  

   TACKLE HUNGER  
All donations support the  
New Berlin Food Pantry. 

XYZ Luncheon 

Tuesday, February 21 

Country Cupboard, Lewisburg 

11:30am.   

 

If you need a ride, please indicate 

that on the sign up sheet in the fel-

lowship hall and meet at the 

church at 11:00am.  These lunch-

eons are open to anyone who 

wants to join in, regardless of age. 

   

CHANCEL CHOIR REHEARSALS  

RESUME WEDNESDAY,  

FEBRUARY 1 AT 7:30PM 

February Birthdays  
Feb. 1  Greg Schlegel 
Feb. 2  Ramona Milbrand 
Feb. 5  Kelly Roush 
Feb. 6  Derrick Keister 
Feb. 8  Sheryl Fetter  
Feb. 9  Eileen Mohr 
Feb. 10 Kaitlyn Erb 
Feb. 14 Rob Sauers 
Feb. 16 Justin Laidacker 
Feb. 18 Edgar Wagner 
Feb. 19 Nancy Westbrook 
  Wayne Moyer 
Feb. 20 William Reigle 
Feb. 22 Gary Spangler 
Feb. 24 Michael McDonald 
Feb. 25 Robert Hummel 
  Jennifer Hampshire 
Feb. 26 Miriam Milbrand 
Feb. 28 Collin Sauers 

Thank You Notes . . .  

 
Messiah, 
Many thanks for the gift of money at Christmas time.  
It surely was appreciated.   
òKeep Singingó 
   Love in Christ, 
   Mary Agnes 
 
Messiah Congregation, 
Thank you so much for your gracious Christmas gift.  I 
appreciate all of you!  May you have a Blessed New 
Year! 
   In Christõs Love, 
   Gaye 
 
People of Messiah Congregation, 
I continue to thank God for the many gifts that we 
share together.   Thank you for your partnership with 
me.  Thank you especially for the Christmas gifts and 
cards.  Your love and care continues to warm my heart. 
   In the Love of Christ, 
   Pastor Andrew Fitch 



 

3 

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting 

January 10, 2012      
[UNOFFICIAL MINUTES] 

 
 

Present:  Pastor Fitch, Ronald Blatchley, Dan Foss, Marysue McDonald, Tom Milbrand, Greg Schlegel, John 
Showers, Debra Wetzel, Donald Wetzel, Patty Wetzel. 

Absent:  None 
 
I.   Meeting called to order by Pastor Fitch at 7:40 pm.  Reading of Mission Verse.  
 
II.   Devotions by Pastor Fitch based on writings of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
 
III.  Wendy Foss resigns as Treasurer effective Feb. 1 and offers to assist incoming Treasurer during transi-

tion.  There was a discussion concerning a successor and Greg Schlegel agreed to consider the office.  
Will get back to us within a few days. 

 
Pastor Fitch conducts Officer elections:  John Showers re-elected President, Tom Milbrand Vice President, 

Ronald Blatchley Secretary.  Showers presides over remainder of the meeting 
 
IV.  Committee Chairs and Liaisons appointed: 

Finance:  Open pending election of Treasurer. 
Stewardship:  McDonald 
Congregational Mission and Life:  Patty Wetzel 
Property:  Blatchley and Donald Wetzel 
Youth Ministry and Christian Education:  Foss and Schlegel 
Worship and Music:  Milbrand 
Socials:  Done by WELCA, McDonald and Deb Wetzel will be liaisons 
Staff Support and Mutual Ministry:  Foss 

 
V.   Minutes of December 13, 2011 meeting approved with minor corrections.  Motion by Milbrand/P. Wetzel. 
 
VI.  Treasurerôs December Report accepted.  Previous balance $396.57, Receipts $13,345.84, Disburse-

ments $13488.50, Balance $253.91. 
 
VII.  Pastorôs Report accepted.  Pastor is working 71 hours per week, has set several goals for 2012 including 

memorizing Gospel of Mark, providing educational opportunities for congregation, making congregational 
member visits. 

 
VIII. Old Business:   

Pastorôs 2010 (sic) Housing Equity has been paid him, 2011 still outstanding. 

Heating system seems to be functioning normally, payment of Dec. 1 invoice authorized (Motion by    
      Blatchley/Milbrand).  Still owe Envinity $1786 retainage to be paid when we are satisfied that all is well.   
      Blatchley will inform Kevin Gombotz that check is on the way, inquire about insulation priorities. 

Parsonage boiler should survive this winter, needs to be replaced, approx. $4000. 

Organ repairs pending, will cost approx. $4 - 5000.  A donor is prepared to cover that cost but Showers  
      will check on feasibility of Edna Sheary Foundation funds. 

Fellowship Hall windows still need to be finished on outside.  Member work crew? 

Men in Mission group still needs leadership. 

Church Council installation date to remain as Constitution stipulates. 
 

Continued on back 
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1/10/12 Council Minutes Continued é. 

 
IX.  New Business: 

Sun glare from window behind organ console.  Showers will check about blinds. 

Council retreat and meal February 12. 
Next Council meeting Feb. 7 at 7:00. 
 
X.  Committee Reports 
 

A. Christian Education:  New materials being obtained. 
 
B. Music & Worship:  Three successful Christmas Services.  Banners being changed appropriately. 
    
C. Property:  Fuel oil at 1300 gallons and may make it through the winter.  A thank you note was sent to 
the congregational member paying for the chimney repairs. 
 
D. Stewardship:  Will meet January 17, 7:00pm to discuss ways to increase revenue. 
 
E. Social:  Chicken/Waffle dinners set for March 10 and again in November, Soup Sale February 4, Yard 
Sales May 5 and October 6, Lutherôs Garden on New Berlin Day August 25, CISS/TRANS Valentine Din-
ner February 11 at Showers home. 
   
F. Staff Support and Mutual Ministry meeting scheduled January 22. 
 
No other Committee reports.  

 
XI.   Adjournment and Lordôs Prayer at 9:15. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ronald C. Blatchley, Secretary        

Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Special Council Meeting 

January 17, 2012      
[UNOFFICIAL MINUTES] 

 
Present:  Pastor Fitch, Ronald Blatchley, Marysue McDonald, Tom Milbrand, Greg Schlegel, John Showers, 

Debra Wetzel, Donald Wetzel. 
Absent:  Dan Foss, Patty Wetzel 
 
A special meeting of Church Council was called to order by President John Showers for the purpose of ap-
pointing a Treasurer. A motion (Deb Wetzel/McDonald) was made to appoint Greg Schlegel to the office.  All 
votes were Aye and Schlegel will begin his duties Feb. 1, 2012. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Ronald C. Blatchley, Secretary        
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2012ðñYou Shall Love the Lord Your Godò 
In Mark 12, a scribe comes to ask Jesus, "Which commandment 

is the first of all?" Jesus answers, "The first is, 'Hear, 0 Israel: the 

Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 

and with all your strength'" (Mark 12:28-30). Jesus responds to 

the scribe's question with words from the Shema, the passage 

from Deuteronomy 6 that is recited daily by many of the Jewish 

faith. These words form a covenant between God and God's peo-

ple and show us a way to respond to this God who so extrava-

gantly loves us through the cross. 

 

All Wednesday services at 7pm 

 

February 22 Ash WednesdayðBeginning of Lent 
This solemn day of prayer marks the beginning of Lent for all Christians throughout the 

world.  We confess our sin in a litany of repentance.  During Lentôs forty days (which do 

not include Sundays) we are invited to carry out the Lenten disciplineðpractices of fast-

ing, expanded prayer and worship, self-denial giving, deepening study of scripture, and 

works of love as we accompany people around the world preparing for baptism at Easter.  

The people of God are invited to come forward to receive the imposition of ashes as a 

sign of repentance and a reminder of our mortality.  God marks us in love and walks with 

us through our Lenten Journey. 

 

Wednesday Evening Prayer: 

These services detailed below follow a similar structure with Rembrance of Baptism, Opening Dialogue, 

Gathering Song, a Scripture Reading, Reflection, Hymn, Prayers, Lordôs prayer, Blessing and Sending 

Song.  In addition, each Wednesday connects with the Sundayôs covenant message.  

 

Feb. 29  Lent 1ðHear, O Israel 

The encounter between Jesus and the scribe still resonates today. How would we have responded to the 

scribe's question? Does the covenant with God truly form the bedrock of our own lives? 

 

Mar. 7  Lent 2ðYou Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your Heart  

True obedience and understanding come from the heart.  How can we respond to God's love from the 

depths of our hearts? 

 

Mar. 14  Lent 3ðYou Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your Soul 

Our souls thirst for the living God. When trouble comes and faith wavers, in whom do we place our hope?  

 

Mar. 21  Lent 4ðYou Shall Love the Lord Your God with All Your Mind  

Solomon prayed to God for an understanding mind, able to discern good from evil. How can we use our 

minds to walk in faithfulness to Christ? 

 

Mar. 28  Lent 5ðYou Shall Love the Lord your God with All Your Strength 

Christ took upon himself the weakness of the cross to tri­umph in strength over the grave. Truly, God is our 

strength and our salvation. 

 

(continued on Page 6 with the Three Days schedule) 
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The Three Days (Triduum)  
The highest, holiest days in the Christian Year, seen as a seamless time of worship and reflection: 

 

7pm  Maundy Thursday  - April 5  

Lenten observation comes to an end, and we gather to celebrate the Three Days of Jesusô death 

and resurrection.  At the center of this night is Jesusô commandment to love one another. 

 

7pm  Good Friday:  The Passion of Christ   - April 6  

 Without this night, the empty tomb would just be waiting for its next guest.  The reading of the Pas-

sion According to Mark is the center of this nightôs worship. 

 

7:30pm  Easter Vigil:   - April 7  

We journey together in the water washed and cleansed night when death lost its sting.  Four 

readings, songs and responses mark this night of the first celebration of the resurrecting life.  

This time of worship is rich in liturgy and meaning.  This ancient and modern service plunges 

into the deep baptismal waters of the mysterious time between the cross and the resurrection. 

6:30am   Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Dawn  - April 8  

We celebrate the victory of the Lamb with this sunrise service in the New Berlin Cemetery.  This informal 

service with Holy Communion echoes the early morning discovery of the empty tomb by the disciples. 

9am  The Festival of the Resurrection of Our Lord  - April 8  

The victorious fifty days of rejoicing begins with this joyous worship full of special music and heart-filled 

praise. 

Prayer List 
 

Names stay on the list until the next newsletter. 

To have someone stay on the list, or put back on the list, a new ñPrayer Requestsò card needs to be filled out 

and turned in by the newsletter deadline.  Please place completed cards in the collection plate or in the secre-

taryôs mailbox. 

 

Please include in your prayers . . . 

Prayers of healing, wholeness, encouragement, and help:   

Long Term: Judy Hackenberg, Myra Resseguie, Patti Walter, Robin Zechman, Scott Lizardi, David 

Noblit, Julia Hauck, Donna Sauers, Mike Hobbins, Jeffrey Ames, Bobbi Pardi, Crystal Hauck Tice, 

Todd Gaugler, Alison Morra, Sue Catherman, Chris Buck, Betty Walter, Logan Roush, Robert Erdley, 

Alicia Saxon  

 

Justin and Jennifer Navickas, Noah Gabriel Navickas, Frances Stover, Laura Erdley, Mary Bowersox, 

William VanHorn, Ruth Spangler, Donna Spangler-Boop 

  

Providence and protection for Military service men and women:  

             Chris Kopyscianski, Emory Dluhe, Ashley Fetter, Stanley Miller, Aaron Snyder, Adam Davis 

  

Prayers of care and help for our homebound:  

Arlene English, Neida Frank, Eileen Mohr, Robert Seebold, Edna Probst, Erma VanHorn, Jane Solo-

mon, Pauline Sauers, William Reigle, Margaret Loss, Charlie Brown, Glen Hollenbach, Florence Fox 

 

Prayers of consolation and comfort for those who are grieving 

  

Prayers of  relief and help for those displaced by disasters 
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